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LET THE GAMES
by Guillermo Trevino

Governor  Scott
McFarland opened the 2007
Model Illinois Government
festivities at the Howlett
Building at the Capitol,
introducing his staff, the
board,

advisors, and each school’s

executive

faculty

delegation.

The largest delega-
tion came from the Univer-
sity of Illinois-Springfield
with a total of 36 and the
smallest delegation came
from Aurora

with three.

University

State Senator Mike
Jacobs of the 36" district
was the guest speaker and
was a former Model Illinois
Government delegate. He
was asked by the audience

BEGIN — OPENING CEREMONIES
them-

of his experience as a dele-
gate and whether that
helped him in his real job as

a state senator.

“Absolutely, it’s a
people business.” He said.
“You will meet people of
different waves of life. I still
try to reach out today.”

Not
Jacobs said was supported

everything

by the crowd. He was
booed by some who op-
posed a state income tax
increase. However, he said
that he could not tell the
difference from a Democ-
rat, a Republican, and an

independent.
After Jacobs’
speech, Governor

McFarland allowed the ex-
ecutive board to speak and

introduce

briefly

selves.

Attorney General
Scott Rothenberg told the
delegates to do their jobs
that they are supposed to do

and to enjoy themselves.

Secretary of State
Craig McFarland mentioned
that anyone interested in
running for office should
have 25 signatures and an
advisor’s signature as well.
He also advised that to vote,
one has two nametags, one
is for the Capitol, the other

is for voter registration.

of the

Senate Guila Ahern men-

President

tioned that signs are not to
be posted anywhere in the

Continued on page 3
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Today at MIG:

®  Party Caucuses

®  Preliminary Rounds I &

2 for Moot Court

®  Division Meeting for
Office of Management
and Budget

L] Committee Action

®  Floor Sessions

®  Model Illinois Govern-

ment Gala

All activities will be
taking place at the Hil-
ton.
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SENATE CAUCUS
By: Mary Kate Bansley

On one of the highest
floors of the Hilton, the Sen-
ate commenced with a roll
call of all of the senators and
Guila Ahern, the President of
the Senate, went on to speak
about the manual and instruc-
tions to be followed by the
Senators. She then gave the
floor to her Chief of Staff
Andy Waeyaert who gave an
interesting analogy of senators
and mullets. Andy stated that
“Senate is like a mullet, busi-
ness in the front and a party in
the back.” After a few chuck-
les he said “We're here to

have fun.”

The Senators then split up
into their different rooms
where their leaders were
nominated and voted on. The
Democrats were in a very
easy and relaxed setting and
the voting began. Kyle Simp-
son, from University of Illi-
nois Springfield, was elected
as majority floor leader for
the Democrats. Kyle has
been in MIG for the past
three years. He began asa
vice chair for a committee in
the house democrats his fresh-
man year. His second year he
served as Comptroller and
now he has ascended to the
rank of majority floor leader.
Amy Dodd, from Southeast-
ern lllinois College, was
elected as assistant majority
floor leader. This is her first
year in MIG and she has done
extensive research on differ-
ent bills to fulfill her new
position. Brie Hudkins and
Erin Kwiatkowski were
elected as the two whips for
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the senate democrats. Brie
hails from University of Ilki-
nois at Springfield and she has
taken part of MIG for the past
four years. She was a House
Republican her first year and
took part of the role as whip
for part of the simulation.

She then became Comptroller
her second year and was
elected Lt. Governor her
third year but resigned her
position and became a House
member. Erin is from Aurora
University and this is her
third year in MIG. She was a
committee whip for the De-
mocrats her first year and her
second year she was the ma-
jority floor leader for the Sen-
ate Democrats.

In the Republican room the
atmosphere was very humor-
ous with Waeyaert, Senate
Chief of Staff, throwing out
joking comments between the
voting of their newly elected
officials. Kris Lewis, from
Black Hawk College, was
elected as the minority floor
leader for the Senate Republi-

cans. This is his first year in
MIG and he comes with the
experience of being vice
president for College Repub-
licans at Black Hawk College.
Carrie Clark, who is from
Augustana, was elected assis-
tant floor leader for the Sen-
ate Republicans. This is her
second year in MIG but her
first from Augustana. Her
first year she was with the
delegation from Black Hawk
College and she had come as a
Senate Republican. Aliza
Fliegelman, who is from
Northeastern Illinois Univer-
sity, was elected as the Re-
publican whip. This is her
first year at MIG but she
comes with the experience of
a few internships, one from
the senate judiciary.

The Senate had a very re-
laxed atmosphere and good
feelings all around. There
was a lot of easy joking among
the senators and the year is off
to a very good start.

RoowMm 1515

A behind the scenes
look at the MIG
Journal

By: Jessie Geraci

Four chairs surround the
mission style table which is
strewn with books, papers,
flash drives and laptops. The
journal room is a safe haven
from the raucous outdoors
and as the hours wear on, the
numbers dwindle to editors
and the few latecomers who
missed their deadlines.

While Atty. General Roth-
enberg sits with his feet
propped up on a stool, the
journalists of the MIG Journal
work feverishly to meet their
deadlines. The journalists
compete for one of the seven
laptops and a seat on the cov-
eted red leather chair to type
their pieces. Overseeing the
work is Editor in Chief Whit-
ney Longeville, who pauses
long enough in her work to
ask, “Can you get me my pa-
jamas?” Photographer Brian
Speer is bent over his laptop
editing photos that are ‘pretty
spectacular’ amidst cries of,
“Hey Whitney! Whitney!?”
from various other journalists
who are running errands and
verifying facts. Various
friends, admirers and even
suspect felons drop in for a
chat. They are quickly kicked

out in favor of the hard-

 hitting stories and cries for

food and pajamas. The MIG
Journals slowly evolves in this
tense atmosphere punctuated
with Goldfish cracker breaks

and editing sessions.
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ALLOWING BIRTH CERTIFICATES

By: Guillermo Trevifio

I came to this conference
thinking that HBOL-2112
(which gives a child born in
the state of Illinois a birth
certificate) was a pretty inter-
esting bill. This is because of
the simple American right
that any child born in this
country is a citizen. The chil-
dren being born in the state of
Ilinois are US citizens!

Certain towns in southern
llinois have not granted a
birth certificate to children
born in this country because
no law mandates one be is-
sued in the region. We need

to pass HBOL-2112 because
an American is defined by
Webster’s Dictionary as in-
habitants of the United States
of America. The right to a
birth certificate should be
granted to anyone born in this
country. This is only one
piece of legislation, but, if
passed it will allow our citi-
zens to have an identity that
they need, regardless of the

situation of the parents.

I also met with Representa-
tive Jose Reyes and Represen-
tative Gabriela Bautista.

They are CO-SPODSOI'il’lg a

bill prohibiting local govern-
ments from requiring land-
lords and business owners to
ask tenants for proof of citi-
zenship or immigration
status. HBOL 2312 will take
away this burden on landlords
granting all people housing

which is a basic necessity.

the
country have passed an ordi-

Towns throughout

nance requiring proof of citi-
They in-

clude towns in states such as

zenship or status.

Pennsylvania, Texas, Califor-
nia, Missouri, and New Jer-
sey. The representatives ar-

gue that the landlords are not
capable of determining citi-
zenship eligibility status.

The

tried in previous years to pass

representatives  have
legislation on similar issues,
but the problem they faced in
the past is that the delegates
did not understand the situa-
tion. Any legislator that wants
to be informed before they
vote on any legislation should
check the facts before they
vote. If you have any further
questions just look for me as I
give out OL’s.

CEREMONIES CONT. FROM PAGE 1

Hilton walls. She also men-
tioned that Springfield has a

no smoking ban.

Speaker of the House John
Kennealy said everything
looked fantastic and that no
food, drink, or

devices were needed in the

electronic

House unless absolutely nec-
essary. Kennealy also intro-
duced a Capitol police officer
from Model Illinois Govern-

ment.

The officer advised that all
metal items and anything else
that needs to be taken out
should be done prior so as to
be ready for screening. He
advised to get to the Capitol
on time and that it was easier
if each delegation came in
small groups.

Chief Justice Meghan Sims
swore in the new delegates as
they took the oath. The audi-
ence literally repeated every-

thing she said.

“l ‘state your name’.” She
said and the audience re-
peated exactly that.

Comptroller Al Cordero
said to not believe what the
media is telling you.

“I'm innocent.” He said of
the

trail.

ongoing impeachment

Governor Scott McFarland
closed the session with a sum-
mary of the past, present, and

future of Model Illinois Gov-

ernment.

“We need to learn from the
triumphs and mistakes.” He
said. “The state of Model Illi-
the
strongest it has been. We

nois Government is
need increased funding and
more membership. Each year
the organization must rein-
vent itself. We need to look
forward for the next 10, 20,
30 years.”
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Impeached?
By Jerry Rivera

THE GROUNDS SISTERS

By: Tristyn Grounds

Politics: perseverance, hard
work, moral values, strong
beliefs, and passion. All of
these things, I am proud to
say, are things that my sister
and I share. Following in the
footsteps of my older sister
has always been a challenge,
but because of her influence
on me, | am where I am to-
day, especially in this simula-
tion. We have both had lead-
ership positions and most
importantly our MIG experi-

MIG JOURNAL

ences have taught us so much
more than any classroom ever
could. Between making nu-
merous friends and getting to
know my boyfriend, Phil Giv-
ens, this simulation has
changed my life.

I have always been a member
of the House, but was asked
this year to serve on the staff
for the Governor. I took
awhile to respond because of
my passion of the legislature
and debate, being House Mi-

nority Leader last year, I
questioned my decision. But I
have to admit that working
with these people is such an
awesome experience. So far I
have overseen the party cau-
cuses for the Senate and seen
the ropes of what happens
behind the scenes. I love my
position and am honored to
have this opportunity. I am
excited to see how things play
out for me this year, and how
things work out for my sister

in the House as the Assistant
Minority Leader. I am also
very happy to say I have been
able to experience a new
school/delegation and they
have all been fabulous, and
my fellow SIC delegates
which I am very proud of
also! To you all, thanks for
everything!! And to my sister,
I am so happy you're back, so
everyone look out....The
Grounds Girls are back!!

By: Michaella Grounds

Dedication, a word that my
little sister and I have applied
to Model lllinois Government
for the last four years. We
spent the best of those years
with Southeastern Illinois

College.

Between the two of us, we
have each been minority
leader, committee whips, and
we have each won separate
awards. I myself winning
outstanding member of the
House and outstanding com-
mittee member of the House.

We have both been a part of a
delegation known for it’s hard
work and we can both
proudly say that we have each
served as Head Delegate for
that award winning school.

Tristyn and I have become
known fondly as the
“Grounds Sisters.” Our
amazing faculty advisor, Matt
Lees, fields questions every
year of whether or not he will
be bringing a Grounds sister.
Other advisors warn their

delegates to be prepared or

be doomed to be brought

down by one of us.

This year has personally
been a little different for me.
Tris has been stolen away by
the Governor to serve on his
staff. This has left me alone
in the House and has left her
lurking around in the Com-
mittees of the Senate.

This year, I will be serving
as Asst. Minority Leader in
the House. I'm looking for-
ward to getting my hands

dirty in debate and to being
able to take back my seat and
enjoy having a more personal
and active role in the simula-
tion.

The bad news is, Tristyn
and [ won’t be able to debate
with each other this year.
The good news, you might
get to see something that has
never happened in the history
of MIG, the Grounds sisters
might be debating against
each other.
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THE “MIG” JUICE
By: Jessica South

d head ! -
The newest addition to the next to her son Daniel. Smith Tornadoes that ripped E::E:lrll al:;acia :; :n sbl;aesn

daily MIG Journal includes
the MIG Juice. Created for
the purpose of keeping all
delegates during this busy
weekend updated on current
events, the Juice will focus on
the newest of the news. En-

tertainment, World News,
U.S. Headlines, Breaking
News, Weather, Political,

and Sports updates will be
included daily for your read-

ing pleasure in the Juice.

So what is going on out
there in the world outside of
MIG? Well, concerning the
Entertainment Industry:
Nick, Elena, A.]., and Leslie
have been voted off of Ameri-
can Idol.

Anna Nicole Smith will be
buried today in the Bahamas

will be flown on a private
plane leaving the U.S. at 5:25
a.m. Three-hundred "guests"
are expected to attend the
funeral which is closed to the
public. Smith will be buried
with an urn containing half of
her ex-husband, ]. Howard
Marshall's, remains. The for-
mer Playboy model will also
be buried in a custom gown
and reportedly everything at
the funeral will be pink.
Country western singer, Joe
Nichols, will be singing at the
funeral. ’

In other news, the reported
contaminated peanut butter
outbreak that had made 100's
of U.S. citizens ill has been
traced back to a ConAgra
foods plant.

across the U.S. killed 13 peo-
ple in Alabama. This includes
eight high school students
who were at a high school in
Enterprise, Alabama.

In political news, Senator
John McCain from Arizona
announced on Wednesday's
David Letterman show that
he intends to seek presidency
in 2008. The Senator went on
to imply that he would for-
mally announce his presi-
dency in April.

After recent
"leading up to" the 2007 Su-
per Bowl, the Chicago Bears

success

have signed coach Lovie

Smith to a 4-year extension of
his contract.

Southern Illinois University,

awarded the coach of the year
award. Lowery, who has
helped his team to a 25-5
season, is only the third coach
in SIU history to receive this
coveted award. The Salukis
will be playing Drake this

afternoon.

On a final note, the weather
for the of the

weekend looks to be very

remainder

cold and windy! Be sure to
keep warm on those "long"
walks to the Capitol!

FRIDAY: High 38 - Cloudy,
Windy
SATURDAY: High 35 -

Chance of Snow Flurries

SUNDAY - High 38 - Sunny

WELCOME JOURNALISTS

By: Sophia Lopez
On Thursday, March 1,

MIG journalists from several
Hlinois colleges were intro-
duced to Attorney General
Scott Rothenberg. This is the
first year at MIG for almost
all the journalists that met
with him. The group of jour-
nalists includes three photog-
raphers and one political car-
toonist. Members who have
attended MIG before promise
that this year will be a special
conference for all partici-
pants. The upcoming mock
impeachment of Comptroller
Al Cordero will be a central
focus of this newspaper. First-

time jour-
nalists at
MIG look
forward to
working
with all
partici-
pants. This
promises
to be an
exciting
and chal-
lenging
confer-
ence.

Wiié&ih*
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