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AL CORDERO IS INNOCENT

By: Guillermo Trerifio

Al Cordero is a victim of
racial prejudice. As one of
the few minorities partici-
pating in Model Illinois
Government, it appears far
too coincidental that he is
being investigated for an
isolated minor crime while
in office which has been
raised to the level of an im-
peachable offense.

I have seen Comptroller
Cordero break many glass
ceilings for Latinos in lli-
nois. Cordero’s high profile
is only second to the Mexi-
can president among citi-
zens of llinois. He is a hero
to the Latino youth and to
all minorities in general.
Prior to this incident there
was talk of a statue being
erected by various outlets in

Top: Mr. Cordero shakes the hand of a committee

member.

Right::Mr. Cordero smiles after hearing the verdict..

the Latino media in Comp-
troller Cordero’s honor for
his work on behalf of the
citizenry of lllinois.

Speaker John Kennealy
said that race was nota fac-
tor in the vote, but once
you have looked around the
Hilton, you will notice
there are hardly any minori-
ties to begin with. Learning
from history should tell us
that the public will seek
retribution when they feel
justice has not been served.
Many riots were started
after the assassination of
civil rights leader Dr. King,
so you can imagine the riots
which will follow the im-
peachment of Comptroller
Al Cordero.

Other than race being an

issue, Mr. Corderoisin a
very unfortunate situation.
He is in a culture of fear and
has no other choice but to
name names that will fall
with him. Cordero told me
on the record that he has
donated much money to
minority leader John P.
Walcher. Mr. Cordero has
helped many people like
Mr. Walcher get elected
and now is being stabbed in
the back.

Chief Justice Meghan
Sims, who is Mr. Cordero’s
attorney, believes that this
should have been kept in the

courts.

“His case has not been
tried by a jury of his peers,”
She said.

Continued on page 5
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By: Mary Kate Bansley

MIG is off to an exciting
weekend and it's no different
for the Moot Court. Their
competitions started at 8 this
morning, bright and early.
The competitions are taking
place in three separate rooms,
one of which is the Rendez-
vous Room where Chief Jus-
tice Sims is presiding with
stdent Justice Christina
Nethero and Guest Justice
Roger Heaton. The morning
was off to a fine start with
Richard Protzman and Bryn
Mayes as the petitioners and
Ryan Kerch and Chris Krom-
phardt as the respondents
starting off the competitions
in the Rendezvous Room. It

Moot Court Meeting

MoOT COURT COMPETITIONS

was an intenise case between
the two counsels in which the
petitioners were fighting to
overturn the ruling of Walton
vs. the People of lllinois. The
case was very intense for both
sides and they both argued
their points eloquently.

When they had finished,
Justice Sims gave each of
them a critique on their per-
formance and Mr. Heaton
paid them a compliment by
telling all four of them that
they would make great law-
yers. The competitions are
being scored by the Justices
and the scoring will be put up
on Saturday night. Whoever

has the highest rankings of

these competitors will go into
the semi-final round. The
students who make it through
the semi-final rounds will
continue on to the final
rounds.

It was a great pleasure for
all of those who attended to
have Roger Heaton as Guest
Justice. He took his role seri-
ously by asking the compet-
tors questions during their
sessions and keeping them on
their toes. Altogeﬂler, moot
court is off to a great startand
will continue its competition
rounds throughout the week-

end.
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LETTER
By: E-Board Members

Dear Delegates,

We regret having to take
these actions, however, cam-
paigning responsibly is a top
priority of the MIG electoral
process. Unfortunately, dur-
ing portions of the simulation
the campaign guidelines were
not followed as intended.
Active campaigning in any
form during the ongoing aca-
demic portion of the simula-
tion is prohibited including,
but not limited to, committee
action, floor session, court
action, or the budgeting ac-
tion. During the simulation
these rules were violated
which led to the disruption of
the educational process. Some
guidelines are as follows: No
touching or placing campaign
material including buttons
and stickers on delegates. No
campaign materials posted on
Hilton property or Capitol
complex property or any area
that was not originally author-
ized. No materials Perceived
as offensive may be distrib-
uted during any time of the
simulation. No campaigning

in gaveled sessions.

We have highlighted some of
the rules that we feel are
important for the election
cycle. We encourage candi-
date campaigning to be re-
spected and followed as
agreed upon by the organiza-
tion.

Respectfully submitted,

Concerned members of the

E-Board
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COMMITTEE ACTION REPORT

By: Jessica Smith

"It's about constitutional-
ity!" exclaimed Committee
VI Minority whip Ben Joyner
during the morning session of
committee action. House
Committee VI of the 2007
Model Illinois Government
simulation proves to be, by
far, the most playful, or
rather humorous, committee
of the 2007 simulation.

Committee VI, which con-
sists of controlling issues deal-
ing with Firearms, Gaming,
Liquor, and Tobacco had
some of the best debates con-
cerning the listed issues Fri-
day during committee action.

Gaining considerable debate
time, HB4167 was heavily
debated during the Friday

morning session.

"More people are killed by
other states' drivers in lllinois
each year than by llinois resi-
dent drivers with Illinois driv-
ers licenses. If we trust other
states to issue driver's licenses
- why not trust them with
conceal/carry cards?" ques-
tioned Representative Joyner.
\When answered across the

Left: Laura Maxwell

Right: John P. Walcher

aisle with "Because it in-
fringes on other states’
rights," Republican Repre-
sentative Marvin reiterated
the points that were previ-
ously introduced by Joyner.
The bill then went to a vote
and passed 10-8 after a divi-
sion had been declared.

Other Committee VI bills
included HB5299 concerning
"Online Dating" and
HB54388.

Chair of committee six is
Nick Nolti, Vice chair is
Hayley Jones, Majority whip
is Mike Anthony, and Minor-
ity whip is Ben Joyner.

Meanwhile...in the plaza,
Committee IIl was busy deal-
ing with issues concerning
Human Services. The com-
mittee spent their time study-
ing House Bills HB0411 and
HB4525.

HBO411, which involves
minimum wage, saw consid-
erable debate time during the
morning session on Friday.

Republicans stated,
"Minimum wage law should

AR

apply to everyone not just a
few." The party went on to
ask "How does the state de-
fine small business?" In rebut-
tal, Democrats responded
with "It puts a cap on further
changing the law."

Amending the Department
of Children Services along
with several more laws,
HB+525 made its mark on
Committee Il as well.

The amendment, which
provides no nurse be required
to work overtime unless a
major emergency which war-
rants them to work overtime
occurs. Nurses will not be
allowed to work a total of
12+ hours without being
allowed a minimum of eight
consecutive hours off duty.
The bill would go into effect
immediately after passage.

Minority whip Eric Wen-
the, a first year delegate, ex-
plained, "there is no benefit
from it, no point in adding it
to the paperwork - frankly,
the bill is a waste of time."

The bill Passed in Democ-

ratic favor.

Chair of Committee Il is
Peter Michalczyk, Vice chair
is Lorenzo Webber, Majority
whip is Bryce Johnson, and
Minority whip is Eric Wen-
the.

Committee V kept busy
Friday as well. HB3455 was
passed and HB1082, which
amends the lllinois vehicle

code was debated.

HB1082 increases from the
period of 6 months to one
year the term of a statutory
summary suspension of driv-
ing privileges for failure or
refusal to complete a test or
tests to determine alcohol,
drug, or intoxicating com-
pound concentration. This
bill was passed with minimum
debate.

Chair of committee V is
Gabriela Bautista, Vice chair
is Beth Dennis, Majority whip
is Michael Hess, and Minority
whip is Charles "Chuck"
Ande.
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THE “MIG” JUICE

By: Whitney Longeville

Early Friday morning in
Atlanta a bus carrying a col-
lege baseball team from Ohio
flipped off of an overpass ona
freeway killing six and injur-
ing 29. The cause of the crash
was not immediately known.
A passerby that was traveling
under the overpass had his
truck crushed as the bus,
which he described as looking
like a “big slab of concrete
falling down...”, slammed
down upon his truck and
forced it into the concrete.

The death toll of the torna-

does and severe thunder-
storms that ripped through
the south has risen to 20. The
storm ripped through schools
and hospitals and uprooted

homes along its path.

As mentioned in the Juice
yvesterday, Anna Nicole Smith
was put to rest in the Baha-
mas. The funeral procession
could be viewed on the major

news channels as the hearse
and the entourage followed.

The astropaut who gained
fame from driving across the
country wearing a diaper to
she
thought was affecting her love

confront a woman

life is not going to face mur-
der charges that would have
left her with life imprison-
ment.

Daniel Raddiffe, of Harry

Potter fame, has signed on for
the lead role in the final Harry

Potter films. He gained star-
dom after appearing in the
first Harry Potter film and is
now a multi-millionaire.

Finally, the popular book
program that many of us grew
up with known as “Book-It” is
under attack. The program
offers pizza from Pizza Hut as
the incentive for students to
read during elementary
school. For reading so many
books, the kids are rewarded
with a free personal pan
pizza. Critics are daiming
that the program promotes
bad eating habits that lead to
obesity.

Weather
Saturday High of 30 with
snow showers.

Sunday High of 40 with lots
of sunshine.

INNOCENT CONT. FROM PAGE 1

“Normally the courts would
get it first, the facts are in
dispute.” Sims said.

Another conspiracy being
whispered around MIG is that

our Attorney General Scott I.

Rothenberg, who happens to
be in charge of the MIG Jour-
nal, will use his power to

spread his agenda. I promise
all of Mr. Cordero’s support-
ers that this will not happen.
As a journalist and assistant
editor on the MIG Journal
staff I will make sure that

coverage of Mr. Cordero

remains fair and balanced.

I still can’t understand how
11 votes, which are unrepre-
sentative of the whole of Tlli-
nois, will decide this issue for
the entire state. Mr. Cordero
is a man who is important to
Latinos worldwide. The ma-
jority of Illinois citizens re-
main on Mr. Cordero’s side.
All facets of an impeachment
proceeding should be held
publicly because of the right
of the citizens of Hllinois to
know what is going on. This

was not the case for Mr.

Cordero’s impeachment pro-
ceedings as they entered pri-
vate session prior to a final
vote.

We will not let an unrepre-
sentative government elite
convict this man because this
is not the government’s busi-
ness. This impeachment rul-
ing is likely to result in a
domino effect. If we take out
one of the only persons of
minority ethnicity in a leader-
ship position within the State,
then which minority official
will be the next target of un-

founded accusations and trial
without due process? Worst
of all, it will lead to the end
of any opposition of the
elected elite who do not rep-
resent Illinois’ minority citi-
zens.




























